8th Social Studies

Maine Government

Five Forms of Local Government

Town Meeting – Selectmen

Form of government

Representative Town Meeting

Provides for representatives from a number of districts within the town to be elected to represent the citizens of those districts at the town meeting.

Only the representatives may vote on the articles on the warrant.


Form of government


Has single chief administrator (the manager)



Supervises the daily operations of town government.


Called the purest form of true democracy.


Board of selectmen who are elected at town meetings.



Perform the executive function of this form of government.




Administers 




Enforces 




Carries out decisions maybe at the meeting throughout the year.


Usually number  three, five or seven.

Duties and responsibilities  relating to town meeting and elections, personnel, streets and highways, public safety, human services, public works, planning etc.

Town Meeting – Selectmen – Manager


Form of government


The legislative and executive functions of government remain divided.


Has a single chief administrator, the manager.



Manager supervises the daily operations of town government.

Town Meeting – Council – Manager


Form of government


Some legislative functions are exercised by the tow meeting and some by the council.


Legislative functions



Budget



Ordinances


Executive function of the local government and exercises certain legislative responsibilities.
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Council - Manager


Form of local government


Must be adopted through the local charter


Council is the elected body of government


Serves both the legislative and executive functions.


Communities may elect 3, 5, 7, 9


It sets the policies which govern the community


Hires a manager to carry out policies.


Directly responsible for the council.

Council – Mayor


Form of Government


Most prevalent form of municipal government


Structured for larger communities


Mayor and council are elected at the same time.


This form of government has many variations.



City can completely change its municipal government at each election.

** Please make sure you double check the above information.  My pages got mixed up many times while attempting to watch Saving Private Ryan and typing notes. **
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